An ethical argument for a right to mental health care.
The author reviews moral arguments supporting a right to medical care, as well as empirical data concerning the effects of mental illness on society, and explores their relevance to a rights-based claim to mental health care. He concludes that there is ample ethical justification for a right to mental health care, given the obvious benefit it would convey to individuals and to society at large. He believes that this compelling moral claim should be translated into health policy.